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taken into consideration his duty to his state, his army
and his faithful subjects at the present crisis, and the
necessary orders have somewhat relieved his depres-
sion, though there is no lack of gloomy moments and
intervals/'

On the same day the King began to pour out his
soul to Mitchell, who owns himself " most sensibly
affected to see him indulging his grief and giving
way to the warmest filial affections."

Calamity was, however, as impotent as success to
teach Frederick good faith towardshis allies. Mitch-
ell had reported on June 30, 1/57, that " he renewed
to me on this occasion his firm resolution to hearken
to no terms of peace without His Majesty's privity
and approbation." On July Qth he describes a fur-
ther interview in which u His Prussian Majesty said
that, as he resolved to continue firmly united with
His Majesty, it would be for their mutual interests
to think of terms of peace, honourable and safe for
both, and to concert together what terms they would
adopt, if a favourable opportunity occurred to pro-
pose them." Yet between these assurances of fidel-
ity to England Frederick accepted with enthusiasm an
offer made by Wilhelmina to send an envoy to pro-
cure peace with France by bribing the Pompadour.

" I will willingly charge myself with his expenses,'* he
writes on July 7th. " He may offer the favourite any-
thing up to 500,000 crowns for peace, and he may raise
his offers far higher if at the same time they would
promise to procure us some advantages. You see all
the nicety of which I have need in this affair and how